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To the NI membership 


It was with a heavy heart that we learned that Joseph Uphoff, who served as the Editor 
of the NI Bulletin for close to three years, passed away on December 16, 2021. Joseph 
was highly appreciated for his commitment to produce the bi-monthly NI Bulletin. 
Those of us who worked with him will remember him as a “gentle, kind soul”, and as 
a person who was “‘very quiet with those he was not familiar with, but very amiable 
with those he got to know”. 


Due to these circumstances, the NI Bulletin for January/February 2022 is delayed. 


On a temporary basis our prior editor, Herman Blanton, has offered to manage the 
bulletin. Until a replacement is found and in place you may submit articles and other 
bulletin related matters directly to Herman at his yahoo email: hblanton@yahoo.com. 
For other NI matters consult the contact directory on the inside front cover. 


We wish each of you the best for 2022. 
The NI Board of Governors 
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Santa Fe (Bogota, Colombia) 2 Escudos 1702 Assayer VA 
Herman Blanton, NI #LM115 


Charles IT Philip V 


King Charles II of Spain died in 1700 and the Santa Fe de Nuevo Reino mint made 
various changes to the coin dies to transition to Philip V. The coinage transition is 
complicated for numismatists and is part of significant die changes at Santa Fe that 
began around 1694. The passing of the crown from Charles II to Philip of Anjou (a 
grandson of Louis XIV of France) was contested by a competing claim to the crown 
by Archduke Charles (a son of Leopold I, Holy Roman Emperor) which ignited the 
War of Spanish Succession. The war lasted until the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 and 
Treaty of Rastatt in 1714 even though some fighting continued into 1715. The 1715 
Fleet shipwrecks are a time capsule of sorts that provide thousands of coins from this 
historic era. 


For the period 1700-1703 we find coins with the king names of Charles II, Philip V 
and even some coins with both names. The most complicated of the coins in this time 
frame are those of 1702. The goal of this paper is to determine which Santa Fe 2 escudo 
designs were produced, or at least advance toward that goal, by studying the coins 
known to me. I am not the first and presumably will not be the last to study these 
interesting and complicated 1702 dated coins. 


For a numismatic background we can start with two of Dr. Frank Sedwick’s writings. 
In the article “In Search of Colombian Cobs” published in the April 1985 edition of 
The Numismatist magazine, on page 1319, he illustrated a coin with the caption “This 
two escudo ‘error coin’ clearly shows the CA of CAROLVS II on the obverse and the 
HILI VS of PHILIPPVS V on the reverse. This specimen was discovered by Ernest 
Richards of Lake Worth, Florida.” A different specimen with the same obverse die but 
different reverse die is illustrated in Frank Sedwick’s The Practical Book of Cobs 2nd 
edition 1990:82 with caption “Above: elements of date 071 make no sense when 
viewed from any direction or even from a mirror.” 


If we go further back to the Christensen auction of October 8, 1964 lot 179 we find 
another specimen made from the same dies as Sedwick 1985. The Christensen 
specimen has different areas struck up, therefore, as could be expected, his 
interpretation was different: “179 170- 2 Escudos. Charles II. 6.735 grams. Lions and 
Castles left. 7 in date is inverted. Reverse legend ends: C.V.A. 170-. This is not 
consistent with the normal reverse legend — HISPANIARVM REX and date. 
UNKNOWN TO PREVIOUS CATALOGUERS. F-VF. 500.00 PLATE.” The C 
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before V.A. has intrigued me and I’ve not encountered any good explanation for it in 
the literature. Daniel Sedwick, also took notice of “...an unexplained C before the V.A. 
on the reverse....” in his presentation “A Study of Colombian Gold Cobs by Die 
Variety”, note 14, delivered at the 3rd “International Convention of Historians and 
Numismatists, Cartagena MMXXY’. In fact, ve found only two auction citations that 
mention the “C” in the lot descriptions. This study provides an explanation for the “C”’. 


Table 1: Specimens in this study 


King date Obverse Reverse 
Philip V 1701 PHILIPVS V DG HISPANIARVM REX 1701 
Obverse die 1 Reverse die A 


Stacks Bowers Galleries, January 12, 2018, “Eldorado” 11010 
Philip V 1701 PHILIPVS VDG VA _ HISPANIARVM REX 17071 
Obverse die 2 Reverse die B 
Aureo & Calicé, April 8, 2009, “Caballero” 142 
Philip V 1702 PHILIPVS VDGVA_ HISPANIARVM REX 1702 VA 
Obverse die 3 Reverse die C 
Ponterio & Associates, January 14, 2005, “Lasser” 133-850 
Philip V 1702 PHILIPVS VDGVA_ PHILIPVS V DG VA 1702 


Obverse die 3 Reverse die D 
Daniel Sedwick, LLC, November 4, 2021, TA30-63 
Philip V 1702 PHILIPVS V DG PHILIPVS V DG VA 1702 
Obverse die | Reverse die D 
Aureo & Calicé, April 28, 2011, auction 233-1226 
Charles II 1702 CAROLVS II DG PHILIPVS V DG VA 1702 
Obverse die 4 Reverse die E 


Henry Christensen, October 8, 1964 “Ubilla-Echevez” 179. 
Ponterio 133-849 
Charles II 1702 CAROLVS II DG PHILIPVS V DG VA 1702 
Obverse die 4 Reverse die D 
Ponterio & Associates, January 13, 2006, “Lasser” 137-461 
Daniel Sedwick, LLC, Nov. 4, 2021 “Santa Fe Coll.” TA10-47 
Subastas Ibercoin SL, December 11, 2021, auction 60-1776 
1715 Fleet-Queens Jewels, LLC coin number 79212 


Dies 
Die study. See individual coins further below for more information including die 
markers. None of the obverse dies have data left or right of the shield. There are other 
1701 dies but those here were selected to more carefully identify the 1702 dated 
specimens. 
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Study specimens obverse dies, (1701 and 1702) 


Obverse die 1 (of 1701) 

PHILIPVS V DG (over CAROLVS ID) 
This is the standard legend. 

Lettering widely spaced. 


Illustrated: Stacks Bowers, January 14, 2018 (Eldorado 
collection), lot 11010. 


Obverse die 2 (of 1701) 

PHILIPVS V DG VA (over CAROLVS II) 

Assayer included in legend. 

Narrowly spaced lettering accommodates fuller legend. 


Illustrated: Aureo & Calico, April 8, 2009 (Caballero de las 
Yndias), lot 142. 


Obverse die 3 (of 1702) 

PHILIPVS V DG VA (over CAROLVS II) 

Assayer included in legend. 

Lettering narrowly spaced (accommodates fuller legend). 


Illustrated: Ponterio 133, January 14, 2005 (Lasser 
collection), lot 850. This specimen multiple struck causing 
the VA to show twice. 


Note: Obverse dies 2 and 3 may be the same, compare “GeV” at 9 o’clock. Many 
characteristics are identical, especially the peripheral legend. It may be that die 3 is 
a late stage of die 2 with enlarged die crack through Flanders and Tyrol (the small 
shield in bottom half of the die). Also, the die may have been reworked with some 
different punches (cf. castles and lions). Die 2 found on 1701 dated coin and die 3 
on 1702 dated coin. I’m undecided whether they are same die or not. 

Obverse die 4 (of 1702) 

CAROLVS IIT DG 

This is the standard legend. 

Lettering widely spaced. 


Illustrated: Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC, Treasure Auction 
10, October 25-26, 2011 (Santa Fe collection), lot 47. 
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Study specimens reverse dies, 1701 and 1702 


Reverse die A (of 1701) 
HISPANIARVM REX 1701 
This is the standard legend. 


Illustrated: Stacks Bowers, January 14, 2018, (Eldorado 
collection), lot 11010. 


Reverse die B (of 1701) 
HISPANIARVM REX 170?1 
This is the standard legend except an error in the date. 


Illustrated: Aureo & Calicé, April 8, 2009 (Caballero de las 
Yndias), lot 142. 


Reverse die C (of 1702) 

HISPANIARVM REX 1702 VA 

This has assayer included in legend with the VA appended 
after the date. The date reads in the same direction as the rest 
of the legend (reads inward). 


Illustrated: Ponterio 133, January 14, 2005 (Lasser 
collection), lot 850. 


Reverse die D (of 1702) 

PHILIPVS V DG VA 1702 

Assayer included in legend. 

The date is punched with each digit rotated 180 degrees (date 
reads outward). 


Illustrated: Ponterio 137, January 13, 2006 (Lasser 
collection), lot 461. 


Reverse die E (of 1702) 

PHILIPVS V DG VA 1702 

Assayer included in legend. 

The date is punched with each digit rotated 180 degrees (date 
reads outward). 


Illustrated: Ponterio 133, January 14, 2005 (Lasser 
collection), lot 849. 
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PHILIP V, 1701: dies 1A 
Stacks Bowers, Eldorado 11010 


Stacks Bowers, Eldorado Collection, January 14, 2018 Lot 11010 
2 Escudos Philip V 1701 (no VA) 
Obverse die 1; Reverse die A 
Restrepo 5th edition M80-1, 1701 


Obverse: PHILIPVS e V e D (G) with the PHILIPVS punched over 
CAROLVS. The obverse legend is widely spaced, evenly distributing 
the lettering: This is the standard design but lacks the value (I), 
mintmark and assayer mark which typically would appear left and right 
of the shield. These attributes of the design disappeared during the 
1690s and did not reappear until around 1721. The shield arrangement 
with Naples & Sicily to the right with two dots is classified by Restrepo A RC? 
as ARC2. Reverse: standard design with legend (HISPANIAR)VM x 
REX x 1701 (small x or cross used as separator). The reverse die has some rough 
features such as the 7 of the date. Coin matches the ideal weight of 6.77 grams. Note: 
my interpretation of the obverse legend differs from the Eldorado sale catalog. 
Provenance and listings: 

e Acquired from Kurt Spanier in New York, December 1981. 

e Eldorado Collection of Colombian and Ecuadorian Coins. 

e PCGS #84984293 

e Stacks Bowers, Eldorado Collection, January 14, 2018 Lot 11010. Hammer 

Price USD 3000 plus buyer fee 20%. 
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PHILIP V, 1701: dies 2B 
Aureo & Calic6, Caballero 142 


Aureo & Calicé sale “Caballero de las Yndias, la coleccién mas importante de 
moneda de oro espanola reunida en manos privadas, Primera Parte, America y 
Filipinas”, April 8, 2009, lot 142 


2 Escudos Philip V 1701 (VA obverse) 
Obverse die 2; Reverse die B 
Restrepo 5th edition M80-1a, 1701 


Another obverse die of PHILIPVS V over CAROLVS II. The letter spacing is much 
closer than on “obverse die 1” (Eldorado 11010 and Aureo 220110428, lot 1226). The 
obverse die appears slightly different from Ponterio 133-850 and Sedwick TA30-63 
but actually may be the same die, see die 3 in die table. The key diagnostic is the thin 
diagonal crack through Flanders and Tyrol whereas on 133-850 and TA30-63 the crack 
is much longer. By comparison of three specimens, Aureo (Caballero) 20090408 lot 
142, Ponterio 133-850 and Sedwick TA30-63, the obverse legend is PHILIPVS V DG 
VA. Therefore we know of assayer VA on the obverse of 1701 (this specimen) and 
1702 specimens. Reverse is standard design (HISPANIARVM REX date) but this die 
has corrected date. Because the obverse is a transition die from CAROLVS to 
PHILIPVS it is logical that a corrected date reverse would be 1701/1700. However, the 
corrected date could simply be a production error. Aureo & Calico attributed the date 
“170(1/9)1”. Whether the cause was intentional or accidental I date the coin 1701. 


Provenance and listings: 
e Aureo & Calicé, April 8, 2009, lot 142. Hammer Price 2000 euro plus buyer 
fee 18%. 


This coin should be traceable to prior auctions from 1960-1980. 


NI Bulletin Vol. 57 Nos. 1/2 January/February 2022 


PHILIP V, 1702: dies 3C 
Ponterio 133- 850 


Ponterio & Associates, Inc., N.Y.I.N.C’05 (sale 133), January 14, 2005, lot 850 


Image: Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC). 
2 Escudos Philip V 1702 (VA obverse and reverse) 
Obverse die 3; Reverse die C 
Restrepo 5th edition M80-1b, 1702 

An important coin which has been published in each edition of Restrepo since 1998. 
Until now the coin has been attributed to Charles II but with this study we have good 
support for Philip V, see Aureo April 8, 2009, lot 142. The obverse die of Ponterio 133- 
850 is shared with Sedwick TA30-63 as evidenced by the die crack passing through 
Flanders & Tyrol in the lower part of the shield. Sedwick attributed specimen TA30- 
63 as PHILIPVS V and I agree although I don’t see the underlying CAROLOS 
mentioned in the Sedwick description, see TA30-63 further below. The reverse legend 
reads inward, which is standard, but the legend has the assayer VA appended 
immediately after the date in what looks like limited space. This coin has the assayer 
mark VA on both the obverse and reverse. The VA appears twice on the obverse due 
to multiple strike, not in the die design. With the VA on the obverse and reverse the 
mint must have been intent on including the assayer on the 2 escudos of 1702. So far 
this is the only 1702 specimen with the HISPANIARVM REX reverse that I know of. 
The Ponterio catalog said the date not present in the State of Florida collection and I 
did not find 1702 in my review of Florida data. Also, the date 1702 not confirmed in 
Alan Craig: Spanish Colonial Gold Coins in the Florida Collection. Notwithstanding 
the absence of 1702 from the Florida Collection the 1715 Fleet Queens Jewels company 
has found at least one 1702 and therefore the State of Florida may take a specimen from 
an annual division of artifacts. 
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Provenance and listings: 

e Joseph Lasser collection 

e Ponterio & Associates, Inc., N.Y.I.N.C’05 (sale 133), January 14, 2005, lot 
850. Hammer price USD 1900 plus buyer fee 15%. 

e Restrepo, Jorge Emilio and Joseph R Lasser. Macuquinas de Colombia (The 
Cobs of Colombia, South America). Medellin: Private printing. 1998, p. 43 
M66-30, 1702; p. 99 M66-30, 1702 (illustrated). 

e Lasser, Joseph R. and Jorge Emilio Restrepo. The Cob Coinage of Colombia. 
Second edition, English language. New York: Pertinax Press, 2000, p. 81 
M66S-30, 1702; p. 139 M66S-30, 1702 (illustrated). 

e Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2006, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006, p. 97, M66- 
30 (illustrated). 

e Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2007, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006, 2nd ed., p. 
97, M66-30 (illustrated). 

e Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2009, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2008, 3rd ed., p. 
97, M66-30 (illustrated). 

e Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2012, Coins of Colombia (Spanish Colonial and 
Republican 1619-to 2012 (Monedas de Colombia 1619-2012) Fourth Edition- 
First English Edition. Medellin: self-published, Impresiones Rojo (printer), 
2012, p. 93, number M66-30 (illustrated). 

e NGC4210143-020 AUSO (6.8 grams) 

e Seen on eBay October 11, 2015 with NGC encapsulation. Buy it now price 
USD 3999. 

e “Colombia 2 Escudos 1702 Full Date ‘1715 Plate Fleet Shipwreck’ NGC 50.” 
Pirate Gold Coins, accessed Dec. 31, 2021, 
https://www.pirategoldcoins.com/colombia- 1702-ngc-50-2-escudos-1715- 
plate-fleet-shipwreck.html. 
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PHILIP V, 1702: dies 3D 
Sedwick TA30-63 


Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC, Treasure Auction 30, November 4-5, 2021 lot 63 


2 Escudos Philip V 1702 (VA obverse and reverse) 
Obverse die 3; Reverse die D 
Restrepo 5th edition M80-2a 


Same obverse die as Ponterio 133-850 which means that the 
king’s name is the same. The bottoms of PHI of PHILIPVS 
visible on TA30-63. The bottom of the H appears to have 
slanted legs such that the character could be interpreted an “A”, 
but the H punch on Aureo 233, 220110428, lot 1226 also has 
slanted legs which supports the PHILIPVS interpretation. §& 
Reverse die is PHILIPVS V DG VA 1702 but the date is | 
presented with each digit rotated 180 degrees. The lettered part — 
of the legend reads with the base of the lettering toward the 
center of the die but numerals of the date have the top of the 
digits toward the center of the die. The “G” of DG has been on 
at least two occasions reported to be a “C” but most citations | 
do not mention it. The “C” was a mystery to me and is what 
enticed me to research these coins and is what lead to this 
article. Could it be the “C” of CAROLVS somehow? No, it is 
simply the G of D G, (cf. Ponterio 133-849). 


Provenance and listings: 


e Aureo 94, July 2, 1998, lot 661 cataloged date as 1709. Hammer price 1563 
euro plus buyer fee 16%. 

e NGC #5967830-001 (1715 Fleet Shipwreck Label). 
Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC, Treasure Auction 30, November 4-5, 2021 lot 
63. Hammer price USD 8000 plus buyer fee 20%. 
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PHILIP V, 1702: dies 1D 
Aureo & Calicé, 233-2-1226 


Aureo & Calicé, Auction 233-2, April 28, 2011, lot 1226 


2 Escudos Philip V 1702 (VA reverse) 
Obverse die 1; Reverse die D 
Restrepo 5th edition M80-2 


Obverse is same die as Stacks-Bowers Eldorado, January 12, 2018, lot 11010 which is 
a standard obverse die without assayer mark. The reverse is “die B” which is VA 1702. 
Note the outer arc entering the ring at 9 o’clock. 


As of this writing the coin is unique with die pair Obv. | / Rev. 
D. See Sedwick TA10-47 for die markers of Reverse D. 


Provenance and listings: 


e Aureo & Calicé, Auction 233-2, April 28, 2011, lot 
1226. Hammer price 1500 euro plus buyer fee 18%. 
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Charles IT, 1702: dies 4E 
Christensen, October 8, 1964, 179 


Henry Christensen, October 8, 1964 lot 179 


2 Escudos Charles II (posthumous) obv. | Philip V rev. 1702 (VA reverse) 
Obverse die 4; Reverse die E 
Restrepo 5th edition M79, 1702 


Henry Christensen was the first to catalog a 1702 dated Santa Fe two escudos of 
Charles II, although he didn’t attribute precisely to 1702. 


Christensen description: “170 - 2 Escudos. Charles I. 6.735 grams. Lions and Castles 
left. 7 in date is inverted. Reverse legend ends: C.V.A. 170-. This is not consistent with 
the normal reverse legend — HISPANIARVM REX and date. UNKNOWN TO 
PREVIOUS CATALOGUERS. F-VF. 500.00 PLATE.” 


Christensen was the first auction of 1715 Fleet coins and his description is quite good 
and helpful. He remarked that the 7 of the date is inverted which implies that the other 
digits may be inverted since the 0 and | read the same whether inverted or not. He 
mentioned the C.V.A., for which he offered no explanation, but at least he called the 
reader’s attention to them which should have stimulated research. Good & helpful 
cataloging, especially considering the state of knowledge at the time. 


Provenance and listings: 


e Henry Christensen “The Ubilla-Echevez Collection”, October 8, 1964, lot 
179. Hammer price USD 245, no buyer fee. 
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Charles II, 1702: dies 4E 
Ponterio 133-849 


Ponterio & Associates, Inc., N.Y.I.N.C’05 (sale 133), Jan. 14 & 15, 2005 lot 849 


2 Escudos Charles II (posthumous) obv. | Philip V rev. 1702 (VA reverse) 
Obverse die 4; Reverse die E 
Restrepo 5th edition M79, 1702 


A sharply struck and uncirculated specimen on a wedge shaped planchet. One of only 
two specimens in this article with reverse die E (Christensen being the other coin). This 
coin pairs obverse “4” CARLOLVS II with reverse “E” PHILIPVS V. Admittedly, 
neither coin shows the date fully as 1702 but considering that die E is nearly identical 
to die D (clearly “VA” and with 1702 reading outward) and that both reverse die 
designs are blatant errors, substituting the king’s name for “HISPANIARIVM REX.” 
I believe the coins are 1702 and 1702 only. 


Markers for die “E”: 
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Outer arc enters top-left ring from above; right inner-arc extends inward of cross-end; 
top inner-arc leftward at cross-end. 


Provenance and listings: 
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Dr. Frank Sedwick 1985: 1319 “In Search of Colombian Cobs” published 
with illustration in the April 1985 edition of The Numismatist magazine. 
Numis-Notas 65, April 1991, p. 2, where Dr. Restrepo transcribed and 
translated a letter from Joe Lasser dated November 7, 1990 describing and 
illustrating this specimen. 

Krause-Mishler Standard Catalog of World Coins 1991 no. KM21. 
Restrepo, Jorge Emilio and Joseph R Lasser. Macuquinas de Colombia (The 
Cobs of Colombia, South America). Medellin: Private printing. 1998, p. 49 
M79, “se conoce un ejemplar’; p. 100 M79, (illustrated). 

Lasser, Joseph R. and Jorge Emilio Restrepo. The Cob Coinage of Colombia. 
Second edition, English language. New York: Pertinax Press, 2000, p. 89 
M79S-1, nd, “one specimen known”; p. 139 M79S-1, nd, (illustrated). 
Menzel, Sewall. Cobs, Pieces of Eight and Treasure Coins: The Early 
Spanish-American Mints and their Coinages 1536-1773. New York: 
American Numismatic Society, 417 type SF-112, illustrated. 

Ponterio & Associates, Inc., N.Y.I.N.C’05 (sale 133), January 14, 2005 Lot 
849. Hammer price USD 3250 plus 15% buyer fee. 

Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2006, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006, p. 101, 
M79-1, sf Gllustrated). 

Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2007, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006, 2nd ed., p. 
101, M79-1, sf Gllustrated). 

Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2009, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2008, 3rd ed., p. 
101, M79-1, sf (illustrated). 

Restrepo, Jorge Emilio.2012. Coins of Colombia (Spanish Colonial and 
Republican 1619-to 2012 (Monedas de Colombia 1619-2012) Fourth Edition- 
First English Edition. Medellin: self-published, Impresiones Rojo (printer), 
2012, p. 97, number M79, sf (illustrated). 
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Charles II, 1702: dies 4D 
Ponterio 137-461 


Ponterio & Associates, Inc., N.Y.I.N.C’06 (sale 137), Jan. 13 & 14, 2006 Lot 461 


2 Escudos Charles II (posthumous) obv. | Philip V rev. 1702 (VA reverse) 
Obverse die 4; Reverse die D 
Restrepo 5th edition M79, 1702 


Ponterio description: “2 Escudos, 1701. Buenaventura de Arce. Santa Fe mint. Charles 
II, posthumous issue. Fr-4; KM-14.2; RL-M66S; Cal-type 38. Error date reads “071” 
inverted. Lions & castles transposed. EXTREMELY RARE. EX: “1715 Plate Fleet”. 
Crude strike, EXTREMELY FINE. ... [2000-3000.]” 


Provenance and listings: 


e Frank Sedwick, The Practical Book of Cobs, 2nd edition 1990: 82. 

e Daniel Sedwick and Frank Sedwick, The Practical Book of Cobs, 3rd edition 
1995: 107. 

e Ponterio & Associates, Inc., N.Y.I.N.C’06 (sale 137), January 13 & 14, 2006 
Lot 461. 
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Charles II, 1702: dies 4D 
Sedwick TA10-47 


Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC, Treasure Auction 10, October 25 & 26, 2011 lot 47 


2 Escudos Charles II (posthumous) obv. | Philip V rev. 1702 (VA reverse) 
Obverse die 4; Reverse die D 
Restrepo 5th edition M79, 1702 


Sedwick description: “Bogota, Colombia, cob 2 escudos, 1702 (digits of date upside- 
down), CAROLVS on obverse and PHILIPPVS on reverse, from the 1715 Fleet. S- 
B24; KM-unl (14.2); CT-5 (under Charles III of Austria). 6.8 grams. Very rare and 
interesting error with two king's names (both clear) and upside-down date (technically 
each digit is rotated 180 degrees), good full cross and shield, Mint State. From the 1715 
Fleet, and pedigreed to the Santa Fe Collection.” 


Markers for die “4”: 


= 7 


Right angle inside top-right corner of Naples & Sicily; top-left cross-end of Naples & 
Sicily sharply melds into vertical line left; the dots representing birds in Naples and 
Sicily at uneven elevation. 
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Markers for die “D”: 


Outer arc enters top-left ring from left; right inner-arc aligns even with cross-end; top 
inner arc rightward at cross-end. 


Provenance and listings: 


e Santa Fe Collection (per Sedwick lot description). 
e Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC, Treasure Auction 10, October 25 & 26, 2011 lot 
47. 


17 


NI Bulletin Vol. 57 Nos. 1/2 January/February 2022 


Charles II, 1702: dies 4D 
Ibercoin 60-1776 


Ibercoin, Auction 60, December 21, 2011 lot 1776 


2 Escudos Charles II (posthumous) obv. | Philip V rev. 1702 (VA reverse) 
Obverse die 4; Reverse die D 
Restrepo 5th edition M79, 1702 


The Ibercoin auction house uploaded the auction on internet in early December and 
notified clients by email on December 4, 2021. The Ibercoin specimen has the same 
reverse die (1702) as Sedwick Treasure Auction 30 lot 63. 


Ibercoin description: “FELIPE V (1700-1746). 2 Escudos (Au. 6,75g/ 18mm). 1702 (7 
invertido). Nuevo Reino. (Cal-2019-Tipo 243). MBC+. Escasa.” 


Strong strike, uncirculated specimen with the appearance of coins coming from 1715 
Fleet Queens Jewels shipwreck salvage company. 


Provenance and listings: 


e = [bercoin, Auction 60, December 21, 2021 lot 1776. Hammer price 5000 euro 
plus buyer fee 18%. 
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Charles IT, 1702: dies 4D 


Queens Jewels 79212 


1715 Fleet Queens Jewels certificate number 79212 
Image: www.pirategoldcoins.com 


2 Escudos Charles II (posthumous) obv. | Philip V rev. 1702 (VA reverse) 
Obverse die 4; Reverse die D 
Restrepo 5th edition M79, 1702 


Provenance and listings: 


e 1715 Fleet Queens Jewels certificate number 79212, undated. Certificate says 
the coin salvaged from 1715 Fleet shipwreck on July 30-31, 2015. 6.8 grams. 

e “Colombia 2 Escudos 1702 ‘1715 Fleet Shipwreck - 300th Anniversary’". 
Pirate Gold Coins, accessed December 31, 2021, 
https://www.pirategoldcoins.com/colombia-1702-raw-2-escudos-brent- 
brisbon.html. 

e Seen on eBay, December 31, 2021 listed by seller pirategoldcoins. 


Note: Catalog numbers for “Monedas de Colombia’ 5th edition by Jorge E. Restrepo 
are pre-release and subject to change. 


NI 
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To Volume 56 No. 5, November 2021. 


“Family Intrigues, French Invasions and a Coin of Lorraine Struck in Florence ~ A 
Turbulent Period in the History of Lorraine and its Coinage.” By Robert Ronus. 


Due to an error on our part Robert’s article suffered an omission of text at pp. 167-68 
and the reverse side of the related coin with its caption. Here is the missing section with 
brief overlap for continuity. 


Charles IV testone, silver, 30 mm 8.66 g. de Mey-Lorraine 624. Flon II, p.708,26. 
de Saulcy PI.XXVII/5. KM 56. Boudeau 1564. PCR 1559. 


Obverse: double cross of Lorraine CAROLVS e D e G e DVX e LOTH e 
MARCH e D(uke) e C(alabriensis) e B(ar) e G(elders). Armoured bust r. in 
circle. Reverse: MONETA e NOVA e ROMARTI e CVSA (struck in 
Remiremont). The year 1638 over crown with nine field arms below: old Hungary 
(horizontal bars), Naples (tournament collar over lis), Jerusalem (cross), Aragon 
(vertical bars), Anjou (lis), Gelders (lion rampant r), Julich (lion rampant I.) and 
Bar (Lorraine crosses with 2 addorsed fishes hauriant), in centre escutcheon with 
Lorraine arms (bend with 3 eagles) breaking out of circle. 


He immediately set up a mint at 
Remiremont where he struck gold 
pistoles of 6.70 g (wrongly called double 
pistoles by Flon and some other authors) 
and silver testons in 1638 and 1639. Here 
is the Teston. The design is the same as 
Charles’ earlier coins, although with an sides bust and the different mint name. The 
quality is good, although the weight has in many examples slipped a little. 


Charlet has suggested that these coins may actually have been struck outside Lorraine 
in Besancon and that the words “struck in Remiremont” are a political message to 
maintain Charles’ claim to Lorraine. Remiremont was a neutral territory built around 
an abbey. The abbess at the time was Charles’ aunt. 


NI 
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A Copper Quadrans of Claudius 
Nomos AG 


Claudius, 41-54. Quadrans (Copper, 13 mm, 4.09 g, 6 h), Rome, 25 January - 3 
December 41. TI CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG Hand left, holding scales, with PNR 
below. Rev. PON M TR P IMP COS DES IT around S.C. RIC 85. Von Kaenel Type 
64. An absolutely splendid, sharply struck coin with a fine brown patina. Good 
extremely fine. Ex Gadoury, 6 December 2014, 83. 


Exactly what the letters PNR mean on the obverse of this coin is debatable: they 
probably stand for Pondus Nummi Restitutum, ‘the weight of the coinage restored’. 
However, this change in weight refers to Claudius’ initial gold and silver coinage, and 
why that should be commemorated on the smallest of all aes denominations is obscure. 


Reprinted with permission Nomos AG, Auction 15, October 22, 2017, lot 221. 
(Realized 800 chf before buyer fees.) 


Aleksei Mikhailovich Counterstamped 1/2 Yefimok (Jefimok) 


Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Aleksei Mikhailovich Counterstamped 1/2 Yefimok (Jefimok) 1655 VF30 NGC, KM- 
Unl., Spassky-Unl. 14.30gm. Displaying Czar on horseback and 1655 counterstamps 
(XF Weak) on a Lion Daalder from Zwolle. Presenting dove toning and well-defined 
motifs, the offered example showcases a very interesting type: not the usual Yefimok, 
but the scarcer 1/2 denomination. These issues were part of the unsuccessful reforms 
made by Aleksei in an attempt to reconstruct the Russian monetary system, as noted 
by Spassky in The Russian Monetary System. The pair of countermarks would have 
revalued a Taler to 64 Kopeks, while already cut hosts would have been revalued at 32 
Kopeks. Period documents relate that foreigners weren't permitted to use these coins, 
but were legally obligated to trade with lawful silver Kopeks. This restriction was due 
to the fact that the majority of counterfeit countermarks were applied to Lion Daalders, 
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Image not actual size. Used with permission of HA.com and NGC. 


which were of a similar size, but lower silver fineness, than the Talers. According to 
Spassky, these Daalders only contained 38 Kopecks-worth of silver which, while 
making them unsuitable for the countermarking program, led the Russian government 
to acquire them primarily for use in jewelry. Such (sic) likely explains why so few 
survive down to the present day. An elusive offering that is sure to garner much 
attention from Russian type collectors. 


Ex. Ponterio & Associates Auction 129 (January 2004, Lot 2117) 


Reprinted with permission. Heritage Auctions #61255, January 30, 2022, “The Long 
Island Collection of European Coins Showcase Auction.” Lot #97377. 
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